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SERMON, 

Sfc. 


MATT.  v.  14. 
Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world. 

THE  same  word  of  life  which  impresses  on  the 
Christian,  at  every  page,  the  necessity  of  lowliness 
of  mind,  both  on  account  of  his  unworthiness, 
and  because  of  the  deadly  and  destructive  nature 
of  pride,  reminds  him,  nevertheless,  as  clearly, 
if  not  as  constantly,  that  he  is  to  shine  like  a  light 
in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  genera- 
tion. It  takes  for  granted  that  the  world  lieth 
in  darkness,  gross  and  palpable,  whatever  may 
be  its  estimate  of  its  own  condition,  and  com- 
mands the  Christian  so  to  shine  forth  in  the 
midst  of  the  dark  and  earthly  elements  by  which 
he  is  surrounded,  that  the  eyes  of  men  may  in- 


voluntarily  turn  to  the  "bright  and  shining- 
light,"  and  that,  sometimes  at  least,  they  may 
be  led  to  glorify  that  heavenly  source  and  foun- 
tain from  which  all  human  light  must  come. 
A  command  addressed  to  all  Christians,  of  all 
classes,  cannot  refer  to  any  superiority  in  the 
common  exercises  of  the  intellectual  faculties.  In 
such  a  condition  of  the  intellect  as  prevails  at 
present,  a  Christian  could  not  be  foremost ;  and 
it  would  very  probably  be  criminal  to  desire,  and 
destructive  to  his  eternal  welfare  to  attempt  it. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  strife  of  tongues,  and 
very  little  in  the  boundless  pursuit  of  the  know- 
ledge of  things,  or  in  the  discursive  and  aimless 
speculations  of  the  day,  which  can  either  exalt 
or  purify  the  faculties,  or  prepare  them  for  the 
discharge  of  their  highest  and  best  offices.  Nei- 
ther again  is  it  by  any  pretence  to  systematic 
philosophy,  or  by  any  bold  or  striking  views,  that 
the  Christian  is  to  command  attention  and  to 
shine  like  a  light  in  the  world. 

It  is  silently,  gradually,  and  imperceptibly 
that  the  effect  is  to  be  wrought  and  the  supe- 
riority established.  There  is,  it  need  not  be 
said,  a  spirit  reigning  through  the  Gospel, — a 
divine  philosophy,  perfect,  and  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  itself  at  all  points,  to  which  the 


Christian  is  to  conform  his  thoughts,  words,  and 
deeds.  His  life  is  to  be  a  mirror,  in  which  the 
Gospel  philosophy  will  be  reflected,  in  a  shape  in 
which  its  beauty  and  truth  will  almost  be  forced 
on  the  notice  of  vulgar,  earthly,  careless,  and 
reluctant  eyes.  And  then,  as  even  these  eyes 
cannot  but  discern  the  unity,  and  the  nobleness, 
and  the  purity  of  the  life,  they  will  be  com- 
pelled, knowing  whence  it  proceeds,  to  recog- 
nize the  unity,  the  beauty,  and  the  holiness  of 
the  divine  philosophy  which  produces  it,  and 
glorify,  not  the  Christian,  but  his  Father  which 
is  in  heaven. 

But  Christians  are  not  only  to  lead  men  to 
glorify  God,  but  the  world  must  derive  from 
them  the  light  of  which  it  has  need  itself  for  its 
guidance  and  direction.  Scoffed  at  perhaps, 
and  rejected  in  word,  it  will  be  sought  and 
venerated  in  deed.  Scoffed  at  and  spurned  for 
a  time,  as  it  is  now,  the  gates  of  hell  will  not 
prevail  against  it ;  but  God's  truth,  in  the  ark 
to  which  he  has  confided  it,  the  Church,  will 
be  borne  in  safety  over  the  waves  of  this  trou- 
blesome world,  when  every  human  system  has 
been  swallowed  up  in  the  deep  and  is  forgotten. 
It  is  that  truth  alone  which  is,  by  degrees,  to 
subdue  all  error  and  evil,  as  far  as  it  shall 


please  Almighty  God,  that  in  this  our  earthly 
state  they  shall  be  subdued.  This  is  the  lesson 
which  our  blessed  Lord  teaches  us  in  the  pas- 
sage quoted  in  the  text,  and  in  that  immedi- 
ately preceding  it,  in  which  he  calls  his  disci- 
ples the  salt  of  the  earth,  the  wholesome  and 
conservative  principle  by  which  the  progress  of 
evil  in  a  corrupted  world  is  to  be  stayed,  and  a 
healthful  and  vigorous  tone  imparted  to  the 
whole  mass  of  society  in  all  that  concerns  their 
best  and  highest  interests. 

Much,  undoubtedly,  of  these  blessed  effects 
is  to  be  wrought  by  the  exercise  of  the  Christian 
graces  in  matters  of  private  and  individual  con- 
cern, and  in  the  common  walks  of  daily  life.  But 
much,  we  must  not  forget,  is  to  be  done  by  the 
influence  of  Christianity  directly  on  matters  of 
public  concern.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Christ- 
ianity gives  no  express  precepts  as  to  govern- 
ment, as  to  education,  as  to  the  pursuit  of  know- 
ledge, as  to  the  advancement  of  intellect;  but 
it  is  no  less  true,  that  the  Gospel  supplies  clear 
and  positive  principles  by  which  every  move- 
ment in  these  great  matters  ought  to  be  made, 
and  by  which  every  movement  attended  with 
permanent  benefit  to  mankind  has  been  and  will 
be  made.  It  is,  then,  in  these  wider  and  larger 


spheres  of  operation  also,  that  Christians,  each 
following  out  these  principles  in  his  own  con- 
duct, are  to  be  the  light  of  the  world.  By  in- 
fusing, in  some  measure  at  least,  a  Christian 
spirit  into  society,  they  become  instruments 
for  fulfilling  God's  promise,  that  his  Gospel 
shall  in  some  degree  check  the  progress  of  evil ; 
and  if  they  cannot  make  this  earth  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  of  his  Christ,  still  they  will  not  leave 
it  as  the  realm  and  royalty  of  the  devil  and 
his  angels. 

Reflections  of  this  nature,  when  they  occur 
to  the  thoughtful  mind  at  seasons  of  trial  like 
this,  cannot  fail  to  give  comfort  and  consola- 
tion, and  to  cheer  us  up  to  persevere  amidst 
every  discouragement. 

But  they  bring  with  them  other  thoughts 
than  those  of  comfort  and  consolation  to  the 
minister  of  God.  If,  of  a  truth,  right  is,  in 
whatsoever  degree,  to  prevail  in  human  society, 
and  truth  to  be  established  by  the  power  of  the 
Gospel,  what  a  fearful  responsibility  is  theirs 
who  have  made  themselves  God's  instrument 
for  teaching  it  !  If  the  Gospel  principles  are  to 
stay  the  progress  of  corruption  in  the  world,  and 
the  plague-spot  which  deforms  and  defiles  the 
face  of  society,  is  to  lessen  and  contract  under  the 
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application  of  this  holy  and  health-giving  medi- 
cine, what  a  responsibility  is  theirs  who  have 
undertaken  to  impart  to  their  fellow -creatures 
its  nature  and  its  application  !  Nor  can  we  de- 
ceive ourselves  with  thinking  that  the  respon- 
sibility can  be  shaken  off,  because  we  may  fancy 
that  the  world  despises  us,  and  refuses  to  receive 
the  remedy  at  our  hands.  It  is  not  so  !  Ardent 
as  may  be  the  desire,  and  base  the  arts  used,  to 
turn  away  all  hearts  and  eyes  from  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Gospel,  and  to  make  them  odious  or 
contemptible,  those  arts  can  but  partially  suc- 
ceed. In  spite  of  all,  men,  while  they  are  God's 
creatures  and  the  work  of  his  hand,  will  seek 
the  law  at  the  mouth  of  his  messengers,  and 
their  lips  ought  therefore  of  a  truth  to  keep 
knowledge,  because  in  proportion  to  this  influ- 
ence is  their  fearful  responsibility. 

In  the  discharge  then  of  the  task  committed  to 
me  to-day,  I  will  endeavour  to  show  how  Christian 
philosophy,  so  to  speak,  must  infuse  all  the  good 
which  will  ever  be  infused,  not  into  private  life 
only,  but  into  all  the  more  important  concerns 
and  movements  of  human  society,  and  be  the 
light  of  the  world  ;  and  consequently  how  im- 
portant it  is,  if  the  clergy  are  to  be  allowed  to 
exist  at  all,  that  they  should  stand  on  the  van- 


tage  ground,  which  would  be  given  by  the  most 
intimate  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  the 
spirit  of  this  heavenly  system. 

The  first  great  service  which  the  Gospel  does 
to  human  society,  is,  that  it  does  not  allow  men 
to  roam  through  the  world  without  a  purpose; 
and  then,  that  having  supplied  them  with  a  great 
purpose  to  which  they  are  to  direct  all  their 
energies,  it  supplies  them  also  with  great  prin- 
ciples by  which  they  are  to  direct  every  action. 
The  proposing  a  great  and  sanctifying  end  and 
aim,  is  of  equal  importance  to  each  of  the  two 
classes  into  which  mankind  is  divided,  those 
from  whom  the  wisdom  of  Providence  has  with- 
held the  gifts  of  fortune,  and  those  on  whom 
the  same  wisdom  has  bestowed  them. 

To  the  first,  it  may  be  said,  by  the  careless 
observer,  that  the  necessity  which  imposes  labour 
and  assigns  employment,  supplies  a  sufficient 
purpose.  But  then,  it  is  true  also,  that  the  com- 
mon employments  of  common  life  would  have  any 
thing  but  an  elevating  or  purifying  character, 
if  discharged  solely  with  reference  to  them- 
selves, and,  earthly  as  they  are,  would  bring  the 
earthly  heart  into  closer  and  more  evil  con- 
nexion with  earth.  With  the  children  of  fortune 
again,  the  idle  vacancy  to  which  some  devote 
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their  powers  arid  their  time,  wasting  a  giant's 
force  on  crushing  an  atom,  and  the  dissipation 
and  vice  to  which  others  resort  in  order  to  get 
rid  of  God's  precious  gift  of  time,  giving  to  sin 
and  Satan  what  was  meant  for  Him,  beyond  all 
question,  must  have  as  benumbing  and  degrad- 
ing an  influence  on  the  whole  life  and  powers 
as  common  and  earthly  employments.  The 
Gospel,  while  it  takes  neither  class  from  the 
station  where  God  has  placed  them,  confers 
on  both  stations  at  once  a  different  character, 
and  supplies  what  is  wanting.  The  meanest 
office  which  thought  can  conceive,  may  be  dis- 
charged indeed  carelessly,  or  with  a  mere  regard 
to  propriety ;  but  it  may  be  discharged  with  the 
intention  of  pleasing  God  by  promoting  his 
blessed  purposes  towards  ourselves  and  others, 
and  so  regulating  our  conduct  in  the  discharge 
of  it,  as  to  glorify  him.  The  meanest  offices 
are  so  discharged  by  the  Christian,  when  the 
Gospel  has  once  impressed  on  his  heart  the 
great  objects  for  which  he  is  sent  into  the  world, 
when  he  has  once  this  thought  day  and  night 
before  him,  that  he  is  an  eternal  being,  fitting 
himself  for  an  eternal  existence — a  corrupt  being 
fitting  himself  by  a  communion  with  God's 
Spirit  here,  opened  to  him  by  the  cross,  for  a 


fuller,  more  perfect,  and  eternal  communion 
with  him  hereafter  —a  creature  of  God,  who, 
incomprehensible  as  the  mystery  is,  yet  can 
glorify,  and  is  called  on  to  glorify,  his  Maker 
by  walking  in  the  light  of  the  everlasting  Gos- 
pel, and  calling  on  others  to  walk  in  it  too. 
And  do  we  believe  that,  instead  of  earth  and 
earthly  things,  and  low  cares  and  grovelling 
thoughts,  we  can  have  God  and  his  attributes, 
and  his  abode  constantly  set  before  our  thoughts, 
and  that  the  heart  will  not  be  elevated  and 
purified  by  such  contemplation  ?  Little  do  we 
know  of  the  heart  or  its  Maker  if  we  so  think ! 
It  will  not  be  idle  ecstacy,  it  will  not  be  sinful 
pride,  but  yet  man  cannot  have  it  constantly 
fixed  in  his  heart  and  thoughts,  that  while  he 
is  walking  in  faith  and  love,  he  dwelleth  in 
God  and  God  in  him,  and  not  have  the  whole 
frame  of  his  being,  as  it  were,  expanded  and 
elevated,  not  have  a  higher  and  nobler  charac- 
ter impressed  on  the  whole  of  his  existence. 
No,  the  Gospel  at  once  raises  the  Christian  un- 
speakably in  the  scale  of  being,  by  elevating  his 
views  and  expanding  his  thoughts.  It  gives  him 
hopes  and  designs  worthy  of  an  immortal  being, 
and,  taking  them  from  the  trifling  and  transitory, 
teaches  him  to  fix  them  on  the  great  and  the 
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permanent,  on  that  which  will  not  change  with 
changing  life,  but  will  pass  through  the  grave 
and  gate  of  death  with  him  to  another  and 
more  glorious  existence  l. 

And  herein  especially  do  we  trace  the  hand 
of  God.  For  the  employments  devised  by  man 
for  the  advancement  of  the  intellect,  say  what 
we  will,  can  belong,  comparatively  speaking, 
only  to  the  few,  while  the  Divine  Author  of  our 
being,  and  Creator  of  our  souls,  (in  the  exercise 
of  that  sublime  wisdom  which  overwhelms  us, 
as  much  by  its  simplicity  as  its  depths,  wherever 
we  can  catch  a  glimpse  of  it)  here  devises,  in 
the  dull  realities  of  the  basest  employments, 
and  all  the  dreary  heartless  intercourse  of  daily 
life,  a  scheme  for  elevating  and  purifying  the 
soul — a  scheme  therefore  which  applies  itself  to 
all  his  creatures,  from  the  king  on  his  throne  to 
Lazarus  at  the  gate.  This  is  not  set  forth,  and 

1  Few  works  would  be  more  interesting  than  a  comparison 
of  Aristotle's  noble  Treatise  on  Ethics,  and  the  views  of  man 
and  his  destiny,  which  it  presents,  with  the  Gospel  system. 
Aristotle  sets  out,  in  fact,  with  dwelling  on  the  necessity  of 
a  purpose  ;  and  there  is  not  a  page  of  that  great  work  which 
does  not  repay  the  student,  by  the  important  truths  which 
it  sets  before  him.  The  one  great  want  is  the  want  of  eternity, 
as  an  element  in  the  reasoning,  the  whole  complexion  of 
which  is  thereby  changed. 
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perhaps  is  not  to  be  set  forth  as  a  system,  but 
is  simply  set  before  us  as  a  matter  of  ordinary 
duty.  But  compared  with  this,  even  so  set 
before  us,  what  can  earth  offer  to  stimulate, 
to  elevate,  to  purify  ?  Let  ambition,  science, 
art,  all  that  earth  can  offer  of  its  best  and 
brightest,  do  all  that  they  can.  Yet,  after  all, 
how  purposeless  is  their  votary  in  any  worthy 
sense  ?  Of  what  avail,  when  weighed  in  the 
eternal  balance,  is  the  advancement  of  science, 
or  the  spread  of  knowledge  ?  What  remains  of 
all  this  to  the  passing  spirit  as  it  enters  the 
chamber  of  the  grave,  and  comes  to  the  con- 
fines of  a  new  and  higher  existence  ?  That  and 
that  only  is  really  worthy  of  an  eternal  being, 
which  is  as  eternal  as  himself,  the  knowledge 
of  things  which  will  last,  when  the  world  of 
matter  has  passed  away.  He  who  has  that 
knowledge  will  indeed  shine  like  a  light  to  the 
world,  when  all  besides  are  sitting  in  darkness 
and  the  shadow  of  death. 

But  let  us  remember,  that  the  very  instant 
that  the  Gospel  has  thus  supplied  to  man,  a 
great  and  sanctifying  purpose  and  end,  and  so 
made  him  comprehend  himself,  his  being,  and 
his  position  here,  it  has  given  him  also  a  balance 
in  which  to  weigh  all  other  human  pursuits,  a 
balance  in  which  too  many  of  them  are  found,  of 
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a  truth,  wanting.  What,  for  example,  is  thought 
a  nobler,  loftier  object  for  human  thought  and 
speculation  than  schemes  of  government,  and 
their  possible  improvements  ?  What  in  fact 
seizes  more  entirely  on  men's  minds,  and 
absorbs  all  their  thoughts  and  passions  ?  Till 
they  weigh  their  darling  object  in  the  Christian 
balance,  they  forget  that  men  do  not  live  on 
purpose  to  be  governed,  nor  to  waste  their 
faculties  in  devising  how  they  will  be  governed, 
that  government  is  only  a  means,  not  an  end, 
that  it  is  only  a  means  for  enabling  man  to 
fulfil  the  higher  purposes  of  his  being,  without 
let  or  hindrance,  that  it  is  a  blessing,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  leaves  us  to  the  full  and  the  peaceful 
pursuit  of  these  objects,  and  calls  on  us  for  no 
thought  about  itself,  and  a  curse  when  it 
occupies  our  time  and  our  thoughts  on  a 
matter  of  comparatively  such  minor  and  such 
passing  importance.  These  are  the  thoughts 
which  the  Gospel  irresistibly  impresses  upon 
us,  by  teaching  us  the  real  purpose  for  which 
we  exist ;  and  it  thus  moderates  our  feverish 
passions,  and  calls  off  our  anxious  thoughts 
from  things  which  do  not  deserve  such  pas- 
sionate and  entire  devotion. 

Is  it  not  then  indeed  the  bounden,  solemn, 
indispensable  duty  of  those  who  have  taken  on 
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themselves  the  office  of  instructing  others  in  the 
will,  and  way,  and  plan  of  God,  and  thus  made 
themselves,  in  some  sort,  instruments  for  accom- 
plishing his  blessed  purposes,  to  bend  their 
thoughts  and  studies  wholly  this  way,  that  they 
may  apprehend,  and,  in  their  measure,  compre- 
hend this  Divine  system  for  exalting  the  whole 
man,  and  for  teaching  him  to  apply  his  glorious 
faculties  to  objects  worthy  of  them,  and  of  their 
Maker?  If,  by  God's  gracious  goodness,  we  are 
allowed  the  great  privilege  of  promoting  these 
glorious  schemes  and  great  hopes,  we  shall  de- 
serve to  be  called,  as  our  Lord  calls  his  true  dis- 
ciples, the  lights  of  the  world,  to  be  looked  on  as 
they  who  carry  forward  the  one  only  system  for 
spreading  true  knowledge,  and  really  advancing 
the  human  intellect,  find  the  human  race. 

But  it  would  be  of  little  avail  to  weak  and 
corrupted  man,  that  a  glorious  purpose  was  set 
before  him,  and  a  great  end  proposed,  if  sanc- 
tifying and  elevating  principles,  for  his  guidance, 
while  pursuing  it,  were  not  given  also — the  com- 
pass to  guide,  as  well  as  the  port  for  which  to  steer. 

But  the  two  are  inseparably  and  necessarily 
connected.  Much  of  the  regulation  of  our  con- 
duct here  must  depend  on  the  view  which  we 
take  of  our  destiny  hereafter.  If  we  do  not 
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look  on  ourselves  wholly  and  entirely  as  eternal 
beings,  i.  e.  if  we  do  not  accept  the  view  which 
the  Gospel  sets  before  us,  we  can  receive  little 
or  nothing  of  the  instructions  which  it  gives, 
for  they  will  speak  a  language  which  we  cannot 
comprehend. 

We  cannot  then  poise  the  balance  which  the 
Gospel  gives  us  for  weighing  the  real  value  of 
things.  We  cannot  so  devote  ourselves  to  what 
is  really  true  and  permanent,  nor  so  regulate 
ourselves  in  our  several  courses  of  duty,  as  to 
command  the  attention  and  the  respect  of  others, 
or  to  draw  them  from  darkness  to  our  feeble  and 
ineffectual  light. 

It  is  by  the  application  and  exercise  of  the 
principles  which  Christianity  teaches,  that  we 
are  to  effect  this.  Here,  indeed,  especially  arise, 
as  it  appears,  the  occasions  which  cause  Christ- 
ians to  be  looked  on  as  the  lights  of  the  world. 
The  whole  course  of  things  here  below  is,  as  it 
would  seem,  a  struggle  between  the  truth  of 
God,  and  the  falsehood  of  the  world  and  the 
devil.  And  since  we  find,  that  in  this  struggle, 
certain  principles  of  mischievous  and  noxious 
character  have,  in  every  age,  been  set  afloat  and 
have  obtained  great  success  and  great  command 
over  mankind,  the  first  great  lesson  which 
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Christianity  teaches  to  the  lights  of  the  world, 
the  first  great  principle  which  Christianity  sets 
up  as  a  guide  of  life,  precious  in  itself,  and  pre- 
cious as  extending  to  every  quarter,  is  that  it  is 
of  no  matter  whatever  to  the  Christian,  whether 
the  world  holds  such  or  such  an  opinion  or  not. 
It  teaches  us,  that  from  a  world  without  ade- 
quate views  of  its  own  destiny,  we  can  expect 
only  low  and  earthly  views,  that  from  a  corrupt 
world  we  must  generally  expect  false  principles 
as  well  as  a  foul  practice ;  and  it  therefore 
warns  us,  trumpet-tongued,  that  the  worst, 
falsest,  and  basest  of  all  guides,  are  the  public 
opinion  of  the  day,  and  the  prevailing  taste  of  the 
age.  It  tells  us,  at  once,  that  there  are  eternal 
and  unchanging  principles  of  truth  and  falsehood 
to  guide  an  eternal  Being,  which  come  from  the 
very  throne  and  presence  of  God,  and  which  will 
lead  him  who  follows  them  to  the  fulfilment  of 
his  high  destiny,  the  enjoyment  of  God's  glorious 
presence  for  ever.  These  sacred  and  eternal 
principles  it  commands  us  to  proclaim  aloud 
and  abroad — not  to  hide  them  under  a  bushel, 
but  to  set  them  up  on  high,  that  men  may  come 
to  their  light. 

Of  all  the  lessons  which  the  Gospel  has  to 
teach,  this  is  perhaps  the  hardest.     So  many 
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instincts  lead  us  to  go  with  the   multitude,  to 
sympathize  with  a  general  feeling,  and  join  in  a 
general  cry,  that  it  is,  indeed,   hard  to  resist. 
Yet  this  is  the  first  service  which  the  Gospel  is 
to  render,  as  a  moral  law  ;  and  this  is  the  very 
way  in  which  the  salt  of  the  earth  is  to  do  its 
preserving  and   purifying  work,  in  which  the 
light  of  the  world  is  to  chase  the  darkness  of  the 
world  away.  We  persuade  ourselves,  indeed,  per- 
petually, that  we  have  a  good  end  really  at  heart, 
and  that  in  order  to  effect  it  we  must  comply 
with  the  taste,  and  feeling,  and  spirit  of  the  day, 
without  inquiring  whether  that  taste  and  feeling 
do  not  imply,  or  do  not  generate,   principles 
likely  to  do  far  more  mischief  than   will  out- 
weigh all  the  good  we  propose.     But  it  is  this 
very  inquiry  which  the  gospel  system  compels 
us  to  make  ;  and  then  sternly  to  reject  what- 
ever cannot  approve  itself  to    the  most   rigid 
scrutiny,  quite  regardless  of  the  consequences, 
As  a  general  truth,   this  is  allowed ;  but  when 
the  particular  point  comes,  on  which  we  are  to 
maintain  our  principles,  and  to  decline  concilia- 
tion  at  the  expense  of  truth  ;  to  go  against  the 
opinions   of  many   entitled  to  our  respect ;  to 
cause  contention,   and  struggle,   and  difficulty, 
when  yielding  would  of  a  truth  give  peace  for  the 
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moment, — this  is  hard  indeed.  And  so  too 
often  the  light  of  the  world  is  quenched,  and 
darkness  has  its  full  reign  and  entire  sway. 
The  evil  principles  which  we  ought  to  have 
combated,  work  out  their  full  effects  in  misery 
and  ruin  to  those  who  embrace  them,  for  gene- 
rations, it  may  be,  and  ages. 

But  neither  is  it  on  particular  points,  or  in 
critical  struggles  only,  that  the  light  is  thus 
quenched.  The  whole  system  of  proceeding  in 
particular  ages  and  generations,  is  such  as  to 
require  the  firmest  and  most  constant  vigilance 
in  those  to  whom  the  light  is  committed,  to  pre- 
serve it.  The  very  principles  on  which  the  whole 
course  of  society  is  conducted,  may  be  founded 
in  error  ;  and  that  error  can  only  be  remedied  by 
long  and  persevering  maintenance  of  an  oppo- 
site course.  Such  perseverance  exposes  those 
who  practise  it  to  the  reproach  of  narrowness  of 
views,  of  bigotry,  of  ignorance,  for  month  after 
month,  and  year  after  year.  If  we  refer  to  a 
few  of  the  principles  and  pursuits  most  eagerly 
adopted  and  followed  now,  and  endeavour  to 
show  that,  when  judged  on  Gospel  principles, 
they  are,  so  to  speak,  darkness,  to  which  the 
lights  of  the  world  must  oppose  themselves,  we 
shall  find  instances  enough,  where  such  perse- 
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verance  will  be  required,  and  such  obloquy  will 
follow. 

Let  us  proceed  briefly  to  this  inquiry,  and 
first  look  at  the  great  engine  now  put  into 
action  for  the  promotion  of  religious  feelings 
and  objects,  viz.  excitement.  It  seems  a  very 
general  persuasion,  that  we  cannot  hope  to  ac- 
complish the  good  purpose  of  imparting  religious 
instruction,  for  example,  to  those  of  mature  age, 
(for  I  presume  not  to  touch  on  the  wide  and 
difficult  subject  of  education  here),  unless  we  will 
consent  to  catch  attention  by  novelties,  to  detain 
it  by  amusement,  by  variety,  by  attractions 
addressing  themselves  to  all  the  senses.  Men 
forget  that  the  very  fact,  that  the  attention  can- 
not be  drawn  or  held  to  the  most  serious  and 
awful  of  all  matters,  except  by  such  means, 
itself  betokens  a  morbid  condition  of  the  heart 
and  the  affections  ;  and  that  we  undertake  to 
feed  the  disease  which  we  ought  to  extirpate. 
They  forget  that  he  who  will  not  listen  to-day, 
except  he  be  amused,  will  be  equally  indisposed 
to  listen  to-morrow,  except  a  new  amusement 
is  devised ;  that  the  habit  will  grow  inveterate, 
and  that  day  by  day  the  share  of  amusement 
must  be  larger,  the  grains  of  instruction  must 
be  thrown  more  sparingly  in. 
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There  is  no  one  of  my  reverend  brethren  here 
assembled,  I  am  persuaded,  who  will  not  bear 
me  out  in  saying,  that  in  his  own  flock  he  is  far 
better  satisfied  with  the  spiritual,  and  moral,  and 
consequently,  let  it  be  said  boldly  and  without 
reserve,  with  the  intellectual  condition  of  those 
who  are  contented  with  the  frequently  repeated 
perusal  of  a  small  number  of  sound  and  serious 
books,  than  with  the  state  of  those  who  are 
perpetually  demanding  something  new,  and 
running,  with  childish  impatience,  over  the 
surface  (for  they  do  no  more)  of  a  vast  field  of 
information.  It  is  a  miserable  system  to  multi- 
ply petty  books  without  power,  without  depth, 
without  originality,  dressing  up  old  thoughts 
with  some  contemptible  and  tawdry  novelty  of 
form,  and  with  these  (not  long  enough,  not  solid 
enough,  not  wise  enough,  to  exercise  the  powers, 
or  impress  the  heart  effectually),  to  occupy  the 
time  and  attention,  till  the  whole  powers  of 
the  man,  spiritual  and  intellectual,  are  frittered 
away,  and  become  worthless  for  all  good  and 
high  purposes.  To  resist  this,  however,  is 
deemed  a  resistance  to  the  spread  of  knowledge, 
as  if  by  such  miserable  trifling  any  real  know- 
ledge were  bestowed ;  or  as  if  all  knowledge 
could  be  of  any  use,  if  the  faculties  themselves 
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are  not  developed  ;  as  if  they  could  be  developed 
by  anything  so  mean,  so  miserable,  so  contemp- 
tible. No  !  the  worldly  man  can  only  develope 
his  faculties,  (as  far  as  he  can  ever  develope  them, 
for  he  can  never  do  them  full  justice),  by  long, 
patient,  arduous,  discipline  ;  by  contending  with 
difficulties,  by  persevering  till  they  are  overcome, 
by  resolution,  by  time.  And  the  faculties  of 
man  can  only  be  fully  developed  by  a  yet 
longer,  yet  higher,  yet  more  difficult  process, 
by  a  process,  however,  open  to  all,  by  spiritualiz- 
ing the  heart.  The  intellect  can,  in  a  word, 
only  be  rightly  and  fully  cultivated  through  the 
purification  of  the  moral  frame,  the  opening  and 
expansion  of  the  moral  views.  Let  us  look  this 
matter  boldly  in  the  face,  and  see  the  truth ; 
that  when  we  have  circulated  a  thousand  such 
petty  fragments  of  spiritual  instruction,  of  histori- 
cal or  of  scientific  knowledge,  they  to  whom  it  is 
all  given,  when  looked  at  as  moral  and  eternal 
beings,  are  not  elevated  in  their  nature,  nor 
advanced  a  single  step  in  their  progress. 

Look  again  (as  connected  with  this  matter, 
though  applying  to  a  different  class,)  to  the  eager 
pursuit  after  knowledge,  as  it  is  called,  by  which 
is  meant,  the  mere  knowledge  of  matter,  the 
high  value  for  it,  the  wonders  expected  from  it, 
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both  in   improving  the  moral  condition   of  the 
world  and  advancing  the  progress  of  society. 

The  slightest  question  of  its  value  is  at  once 
ascribed  to  ignorance,  the  slightest  exhortation 
to  devote  attention  to  any  other  pursuit,  to 
bigotry  and  priestcraft.  Yet,  looking  at  man 
as  a  being  to  whom  knowledge  can  be  of 
no  real  use,  except  as  it  tends  to  expand  his 
views  of  permanent  truth,  or  to  develope  his 
faculties  for  embracing  it,  to  make  him  better 
acquainted  with  that  universe  in  which  there 
will  one  day  be  only  the  two  existences,  God  and 
the  spirits  whom  he  has  created,  and  in  which, 
in  all  its  vastness,  these  two  existences  will 
leave  nothing  void,  what  is  there  of  ignorance 
in  paying  little  regard  to  that  which  may  be 
blotted  out  of  the  book  of  creation,  and  its  very 
name  and  place  be  known  no  more  ?  What  is 
there  of  bigotry  in  doubting  its  power  to  elevate 
the  views,  or  purify  or  soften  the  heart  ?  Why 
shall  he  be  branded  who  dares  to  believe  that 
the  constant  and  feverish  excitement  produced 
by  the  expectation  of  fresh  discoveries,  and  the 
constant  search  for  them,  is  unfavourable  to  the 
production  of  the  best  and  highest  condition  of 
the  human  heart — that  the  constant  contem- 
plation of  matter  is  not  safe  for  any  but  a  mighty 
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mind ;  that  it  absorbs,  and  therefore,  by  calling 
the  mind  from  higher  things,  degrades  ?  Why 
shall  he  be  branded  and  proscribed,  who  dares  to 
think  that  this  must  be  so  in  reason,  or  to  say 
that  it  is  so  in  fact  ?  How  can  it  be  doubted  that 
the  constant  contemplation  of  what  is  transitory, 
and  the  surrender  of  eternal  faculties  to  the 
study,  must  tend  to  depress,  if  not  the  belief  in 
a  spiritual  and  eternal  state,  at  least  all  abiding 
and  controlling  interest  in  it  ?  How  can  it  be 
said  with  any  thing  of  truth  that  such  studies  (I 
speak  of  them  of  course  as  the  paramount  and 
almost  the  only  studies)  are  sanctified  by  their 
ultimately  leading  the  mind  to  God,  when  it  is 
only  ultimately  that  they  do  so,  when  it  is  only 
in  the  end  of  the  eleventh  hour  that  he  is  for- 
mally and  almost  painfully  noticed,  dragged  in,  as 
it  were,  as  a  sort  of  appendage,  for  decorum's  sake, 
to  more  interesting  and  absorbing  thoughts  ? 

Opinions  like  these,  relating  to  all  classes, 
the  Christian  is  bound  to  resist  and  to  ex- 
pose, at  all  risks  to  himself,  to  his  own  esteem 
in  the  world,  and  to  his  own  peace.  It  is  his 
sacred  duty  to  teach  all  within  his  influence, 
that  by  a  feverish  and  restless  pursuit  of  a 
variety  of  petty  and  passing  knowledge,  the 
heart  can  never  be  benefited.  They  especially 
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who  are  destined  to  work  as  well  as  pray  for  the 
due  bread  of  the  day,  must  seek  for  its  real  im- 
provement in  a  few  elevating  and  sanctifying 
objects  of  thought,  in  habits  of  steady  and  calm 
contemplation,  reflection,  and  prayer.  He  must 
teach  those  on  whom  the  wisdom  of  Providence 
has  bestowed  more  fortune  and  more  leisure, 
that  the  perpetual  thirst  after  the  excitement  of 
novelty  is  noxious  and  destructive  ;  that  the 
knowledge  of  facts,  of  arts,  of  science,  of  any 
thing  belonging  especially  and  entirely  to  a 
perishing  world,  however  valuable  in  a  secon- 
dary point  of  view,  is  secondary  only,  and  can 
never  for  a  moment  be  compared  with  calm 
and  just  views  of  man,  his  soul,  his  eternal  in- 
terests, his  moral  and  spiritual  improvement. 
When  the  unsound  and  unstable  founda- 
tions on  which  the  world  erects  its  edifice 
crumble  away,  and  its  plans  for  improvement 
end,  as  all  unreal  and  untrue  plans  must,  in 
disappointment  and  often  in  evil,  the  beauty 
and  truth  of  the  Christian  building,  and  the 
security  of  its  foundation  will  be  seen.  The 
light  will  shine,  and  its  brightness  will  be  hailed 
and  recognized. 

But  it  is  not  only  in  religious  instruction  that 
excitement  takes  the  lead,   but  in  every   thing 
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connected  with  the  progress  and  advancement 
of  the  cause  of  God.  The  thirst  for  perpetual 
meetings,  and  perpetual  harangues,  the  con- 
stant appeal  to  feelings  and  passions,  instead  of 
principles,  the  working  up  those  passions  by 
partial  views,  by  cleverly  selected  details,  by 
large  promises,  and  by  all  the  other  aids  which 
readily  suggest  themselves  to  a  quick  mind  and 
fluent  tongue,  these  things  cannot  bear  to  be 
examined  by  the  searching  test  of  principle. 
They  are  resorted  to,  it  is  said,  to  interest  the 
public  mind  in  religious  matters,  and  to  draw 
from  the  public  those  resources,  without  which 
all  religious  undertakings  must  fail.  And  it 
may  be  true  that  the  end  is  good,  and  it  may 
be  true  that  that  end  could  not  be  accomplished 
without  such  aid.  But  does  the  end  then 
sanctify  the  means  ?  Can  we  on  our  bended 
knees  ask  a  blessing,  can  we  in  our  hearts  be- 
lieve that  the  blessing  will  descend,  on  the 
holy  end,  unless  the  means  of  promoting  it 
be  holy  too  ?  Such  reasonings,  indeed,  only 
prove  that  there  is  an  absence  of  genuine 
religion  abroad,  not  that  the  means  taken  to 
supply  the  deficiencies  caused  by  that  absence 
are  right,  nay,  not  even  that  they  are  not  mis- 
chievous. Is  it  indeed  by  the  amusement  and 
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interest  of  a  large  meeting,  by  the  appearance 
of  celebrated  persons  as  speakers,  by  clever  and 
bold  harangues,  in  one  word,  by  getting  up  an 
exhibition  which  shall  give  so  much  amusement, 
that  they  who  attend  it,  are  contented  to  pay 
for  their  amusement,  that  we  shall  kindle  a 
cold  world  into  warmth  for  religion,  or  plant 
principles  where  they  are  utterly  wanting  ?  The 
efforts  and  the  exhibition  are  made  for  the 
money,  and  the  money  is  paid  as  an  equivalent 
for  excitement,  not  as  a  sacrifice  to  duty.  Do 
not  such  exhibitions  and  such  excitement  foster 
a  taste  which  will  make  the  public  mind  revolt 
from  the  calm  unostentatious  call  of  principle, 
from  the  dull  realities  of  painful  duty,  from  the 
relief  of  the  squalid  and  uninviting  ignorance 
and  misery  and  sin  which  are  close  to  our  own 
doors,  but  which  there  is  no  amusement,  no 
excitement,  no  exhibition  in  instructing,  reliev- 
ing, and  improving  ? 

Let  us  as  children  of  light  teach  these  plain 
truths,  my  brethren,  if  we  would  have  the 
light  shine  in  the  midst  of  the  moral  dark- 
ness which  such  false  systems  produce.  Let 
us  proclaim  that  men  are  deaf  to  the  call  of 
duty  and  of  God,  if  they  will  only  hear  it  in 
the  midst  of  the  theatric  glare  and  glitter  of 
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public  meetings,  and  that  what  they  thus  give, 
is  given,  not  to  God,  but  to  their  own  amuse- 
ment. Let  us  cry  aloud,  that  the  heart  which 
really  glows  with  a  true  faith  and  hearty  love 
for  the  God  who  made,  the  Saviour  who  re- 
deemed, and  the  Spirit  who  sanctifieth,  and 
with  thankfulness  for  the  blessings  of  that  Gos- 
pel from  which  flow  all  our  comforts  in  time, 
and  all  our  hopes  in  eternity,  wants  no  such 
artificial  stimulus,  no  such  brazen  call,  but  finds 
within  a  still  small  voice,  a  cheerful  willing 
spirit  to  obey  its  call,  and  yet,  perhaps,  above 
all,  a  right  hand  to  exercise  that  obedience  in  the 
stillness,  the  retirement,  and  the  privacy  which 
the  great  Author  of  the  Gospel  commanded. 

Let  us  now  look  to  another  quarter.  The  ten- 
dency of  existing  principles  and  modes  of  thought 
and  action,  is  to  teach  us  that  it  is  the  mark  of 
a  narrow  and  bigoted  mind  to  feel  or  to  show 
veneration  for  persons  or  things,  or  to  allow  any 
superiority  in  man  over  man.  The  habit  of 
testifying  respect  for  station  or  any  worldly  ad- 
vantage, we  are  told,  can  only  produce  a  low 
and  slavish  habit  of  mind,  entirely  opposed  to 
all  the  lofty  and  independent  qualities  which 
ought  to  dignify  and  exalt  mankind.  No  one 
who  looks  abroad  into  the  world  can  fail  to  see 
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to  what  extent  this  wretched  and  anti-christian 
philosophy  rules  society,  how  it  is  found  in  every 
quarter,  and  what  effects  it  must  inevitably 
produce.  The  lights  of  the  world  must  (it  is 
one  of  their  most  sacred  duties)  persevere  in 
rebuking  this  bold  and  bad  spirit,  and  chase  it 
back  to  the  foul  source  whence  it  sprang.  They 
must  teach  the  great  and  wholesome  and  holy 
truth,  that  many  of  the  best  and  most  precious 
affections  and  qualities  of  the  human  heart  are 
developed  and  cherished  by  the  habit  of  rever- 
ence* that  instead  of  trampling  it  into  the  dust, 
we  ought  to  foster  it  with  the  most  pious  care; 
that  he  who  begins  with  not  reverencing  man, 
will  end  with  not  reverencing  God;  and  that,  if 
there  is  one  quality  more  entirely  opposed  to 
the  whole  spirit  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
than  another,  it  is  this  very  daring,  self-honour- 
ing, and  levelling  principle,  so  cherished  and 
cultivated  amongst  us. 

These  specimens  will  surely  suffice,  and  I 
need  not  proceed  in  a  painful  enumeration. 
The  secret  is  told  in  a  very  few  words.  The 
worldly  philosopher  who  loudly  professes  his 
earnest  desire  for  improvement,  looks  to  time 
only.  The  only  eternity  which  he  recognizes 
as  the  groundwork  of  his  actions  (for  I  am  not 
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now  accusing  him  of  theoretical  unbelief  at 
least)  is  the  political  eternity  of  human  society, 
which  goes  on  from  age  to  age,  when  man,  its 
constituent,  is  perpetually  descending  to  the 
grave.  To  that  eternity  then  all  his  efforts  are 
directed,  while  it  is  of  no  consequence  to  him 
how  the  individual  fares.  If  the  end  which  he 
has  in  view  be  answered,  the  means  are  indif- 
ferent to  him.  If  excitement  will  effect  some 
mighty  purpose,  of  what  care  is  it  to  him  that 
it  degrades  or  destroys  the  agents  ?  If  the 
devotion  to  physical  science  will  increase  the 
powers  of  mankind  over  nature,  advance  society, 
increase  enjoyment,  of  what  care  is  it  to  him 
that  that  devotion  has  bound  the  heart  of  the 
student  to  earth  for  ever  ?  If  some  great  end 
in  the  relief  of  bodily  suffering,  or  infirmity,  or 
the  promotion  of  the  comforts  and  the  good  of 
the  earthly  man,  can  be  effected  by  a  com- 
bination of  contributions,  each  costing  the  giver 
not  a  moment's  restraint,  not  a  single  privation, 
why  should  he  preach  that  in  true  charity  there 
must  be  self-denial,  and  that  this  charity  blesses 
only  once;  that  the  receiver  indeed  has  his 
blessing,  the  giver  none ;  that  the  body  of  the 
one  is  benefited,  while  the  heart  of  the  other  is 
unhallowed  and  unimproved  ? 
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From  these  instances,  then,  it  appears  that 
the  one  great  duty  of  the  lights  of  the  world 
in  every  age,  is  to  set  themselves  boldly  and 
firmly  against  the  inroads  of  the  false  prin- 
ciples, which  the  spirit  of  evil  is  ever  intro- 
ducing, which,  by  the  ready  acceptance  of 
evil,  but  too  soon  gain  possession  and  dominion 
over  society,  and  would  introduce  thick  dark- 
ness into  God's  creation.  It  appears  too  on 
what  principles  the  children  of  light  are  to 
conduct  their  resistance,  what  is  the  point  to 
which  they  are  to  teach  mankind  to  direct  their 
regards,  when  they  have  succeeded  in  diverting 
them  from  the  false  meteors  which  would  delude 
them  to  their  destruction. 

These  are  faint  and  feeble  outlines,  it  is  true, 
of  only  a  few  parts  of  that  system  of  wisdom  by 
which  the  Gospel  seeks  to  direct  man,  as  he 
is  related  to  society.  But  faint  and  feeble  as 
they  are,  they  clearly  indicate  to  us  a  system 
entirely  opposed  to  that  which  guides  the  world 
at  large,  which  rests  on  different  principles, 
which  prompts  to  different  actions,  and  which, 
as  it  takes  far  wider  and  larger  views  of  society 
and  its  objects,  of  man  and  his  destiny,  judges 
of  actions  and  things  by  a  different  scale.  It 
rescues  man  from  being  a  creature  without  a 
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noble  purpose,  or  without  a  purpose  at  all,  and 
in  one  word,  by  constantly  compelling  him  to 
consider  himself  as  an  immortal  being,  and  his 
object  here  the  fitting  and  preparing  eternal 
faculties  for  the  enjoyment  of  an  eternal  exist- 
ence, it  elevates  him  unspeakably  above  earthly 
men,  gives  the  whole  course  of  his  life  a  dif- 
ferent tenor,  and  gilds  it  with  light  reflected 
from  a  nobler  and  higher  state  of  being. 

And  if  this  is  the  truth,  what  a  fearful  re- 
sponsibility, O  my  brethren  of  the  ministry, 
does  this  entail  upon  every  one  of  us !  If  no 
right  judgments  of  the  value  of  human  pursuits 
can  be  made,  except  on  the  scale  given  in  the 
Gospel ;  if  society  has  no  other  conservative  and 
purifying  principles  but  those  of  the  Gospel ;  if 
evil  in  society  cannot  be  stayed,  nor  good  pro- 
moted, except  as  far  as  the  public  affairs  of 
society  are  governed  by  Christian  principles,  if 
no  other  light  but  the  Christian  light  shines  in 
the  darkness  of  the  world,  how  constant  and 
assiduous  should  be  our  labour,  how  deep  our 
thought  and  study,  that  we  may  fully  compre- 
hend these  principles,  and  thus  be  able  to 
teach  men  vigorously  and  fearlessly  to  carry 
them  into  practice;  that  in  the  promotion  of  re- 
ligion, the  advancement  of  knowledge,  the  foun- 
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elation  of  government,  the  mutual  relation  of 
men  in  society,  we  may  teach  them  to  act  upon 
no  earthly  and  no  transitory  principles,  but 
deeply  impress  on  their  minds,  as  the  abiding 
and  controlling  rule  of  their  actions,  that  they 
are  eternal  beings.  It  is  no  light  matter  to  im- 
press this  on  others ;  no  light  matter  to  live  in 
the  entire  and  full  consciousness  of  it  ourselves  ; 
no  easy  matter  to  teach  others  so  to  raise  their 
hearts,  thoughts,  and  hopes  ;  no  easy  matter  so 
to  raise  our  own.  Great,  indeed,  are  our  other 
tasks,  wide  the  knowledge,  deep  the  thought, 
and  long  the  study  required  of  him  who  would 
rightly  divide  the  word  of  truth ;  but  they  are 
all  subordinate  to  this,  all  for  the  sake  of  this ; 
and  this  requires  more  thought,  more  know- 
ledge, more  study,  and  wider  views,  than  all 
the  rest. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  task  is  too  hard, 
and  the  world  too  strong.  Often  this  supe- 
riority of  the  Gospel  is  felt  and  recognised. 
Often,  because  it  has  God  for  its  author;  often, 
because  it  lives  down  opposition,  it  speaks  by 
almost  tangible  realities,  by  purity,  by  nobleness 
of  view,  by  loftiness  of  purpose,  which  are  not 
seen  existing  under  any  other  system,  nor 
arising  from  any  other  motives.  It  will  not 
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always  indeed  happen,  even  in  this  case,  that 
the  children  of  this  world  will  avow  the  failure  of 
their  own  schemes,  and  the  truth  of  the  Gospel 
system  ;  but  it  is  avowed  by  the  tacit  disap- 
pearance of  all  these  schemes,  by  the  tacit  adop- 
tion of  purer,  higher,  and  more  Christian  prin- 
ciples of  action.  But,  doubtless,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  children 
of  the  world  will  often  bear  down  the  Chris- 
tian, for  the  time,  both  in  word  and  act ; 
that  he  will  not,  for  the  time,  hold  any  high 
place  in  their  esteem.  He  cannot  run  the 
same  course,  and  command  attention  by  out- 
running others  in  it;  for  his  strait  and  narrow 
path  runs  in  a  different  direction  :  and  he  must 
submit  to  the  reproach,  yea,  glory  in  it,  be- 
cause it  is  in  truth  the  reproach  of  the  cross  of 
Christ,  drawn  down  on  him  by  maintaining  the 
everlasting  principles  of  the  everlasting  Gospel. 
Cheerfully,  indeed,  may  we  submit  to  that 
reproach,  whether  we  look  to  God  our  Maker, 
or  to  man  our  brother ;  cheerfully,  in  love  to 
him  to  whom  we  owe  all,  life  here  and  life  here- 
after ;  cheerfully,  because  we  are  instruments 
in  his  hand  for  carrying  forth  that  light  which  is 
the  only  true  light.  What  matters  it  what^op- 
position,  what  contempt,  what  reproach  he  meets 
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with,  who  has  a  deep  and  intimate  conviction, 
that  the  principles  which  he  is  endeavouring  to 
teach   and   propagate,    are  the  only  principles 
which  can  ever  preserve,  advance,  or  improve 
the  world  ?     What  matters  it,   when   he  knows 
that  they  are  not  the  idle  and  scattered  sugges- 
tions of  the  chance  wisdom  of  man,  fitted   for 
to-day  and    to-morrow,    and   then   outcast  and 
useless ;  but    parts    of  one  uniform  system   of 
truth,  which  has  its  dwelling-place  and  rest  on 
the  throne  of  God  ;   which  is  as  eternal  as  he  is, 
and  which  alone,  therefore,  is  adapted  to  guide 
and  controul  that  creature  which  he  has  been 
pleased,  in  his   infinite  goodness  and  mercy,  to 
make  eternal  too  ?     What  matters  it,  when  he 
knows  that  in  God's  good  time,   the  false,  the 
frivolous,    the    mischievous,    the    earthly,    will 
vanish  away  and  be  forgotten  ;  and  that  truth — 
that  truth  which   he  has  been  bearing  forward 
in  silence,   in  shame,   in  difficulty,   shall  shine 
forth    as  the  sun   in  its  brightness,  though  he 
will  be  in  his  grave  ?      What  matters  it,  when 
he  knows  that  by  the  good  providence  of  God, 
his  firm  resistance  of  evil,  his  bold  proclamation 
of  truth,  although  they  are  branded  as  intole- 
rance and  ignorance ;  his  sowing  the  seeds   of 
truth  beside  all  waters,   although  through  evil 
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report,  are  silently  doing  that  very  work  which 
he  desires  should  be  done,  staying  the  progress 
of  evil,  preventing  the  tares  from  occupying  the 
whole  of  the  soil,  and  so  bearing  forth  God's 
cause,  and  hastening  his  kingdom  ?  He  is  not 
labouring  for  truth  or  knowledge  that  relate 
to  passing  things,  or  that  depend  on  any  earthly 
consideration  for  their  value.  And,  therefore, 
though  never  owned,  it  may  be,  in  his  own 
day,  as  a  light  of  the  world,  he  will  remem- 
ber that  one  great  office  of  the  lights  of  the 
world  is  to  preserve  and  transmit  the  light  to 
future  times.  That  such  remembrance  is  not 
vain,  he  will  be  assured  by  knowing  that,  at 
this  very  hour,  the  great  and  holy  men,  who, 
in  our  Church's  season  of  affliction,  were  reviled 
and  persecuted,  are  now  owned  by  all  as  lights 
of  the  world,  and  are  spoken  of  arid  listened  to 
with  reverence,  even  by  profane  and  worldly 
men.  He  will  remember  his  Saviour's  pro- 
mise, that  He  will  be  always  with  his  Church  ; 
and  will  see,  with  humble  delight,  that  he  and 
all  they  who  with  him  are  enabled  to  see  and 
to  proclaim  the  truth,  are  thus  made  the  instru- 
ments for  the  fulfilment  of  that  glad  and  glorious 
promise. 

He  will  know   that  falsehood   may  have  its 
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reign  for  a  season,  but  for  a  season  only  ;  that 
a  false  philosophy  may  banish  all  that  is  sound 
and  healthful ;  may  put  down  distinctions  and 
extinguish  reverence  in  society ;  may  teach  us 
to  concede  principle  after  principle  in  order  to 
promote  a  spurious  charity  and  a  false  peace  ; 
may  bid  us  resign  all  the  best  and  most  whole- 
some nourishment  of  the  intellects  for  the  pur- 
suit of  physical  science  !  nay  !  he  may  know 
that  the  chiefs  and  leaders  of  this  anti-christian 
philosophy,  in  their  hatred  to  the  truth,  may 
trample  the  very  Church  of  God  in  this  realm 
under  foot,  and  do  all  that  in  them  lies  to 
extinguish  the  light  of  the  world.  But  he 
knows  that  truth  is  eternal,  and  falsehood  for  a 
day  :  that  when  falsehood  has  had  its  little  day, 
the  eternal  truth  will  revive — that  the  base  prin- 
ciples now  prevalent,  and  perhaps  about  to  be 
triumphant,  will  be  scattered  to  the  four  winds 
of  heaven,  and  that  then  the  seeds,  which  under 
God's  command  he  is  now  sowing  in  toil  and 
care,  will  spring  up  in  joy,  and  bear  an  im- 
mortal harvest.  For  this  hope  he  is  contented 
to  struggle  on  under  obloquy,  in  this  hope  to 
live,  in  this  hope  to  die,  in  the  sure  and  certain 
hope  that  his  labour  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord — that  he  has  done  whatsoever  in  his  in- 
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firmity  he  could  to  hasten  his  Master's  kin  g- 
dom,  and  that  when  his  Lord  cometh  h§  shall 
be  ready  and  glad  to  hail  the  day  of  his  ap- 
pearing, the  eternal  establishment  of  that  truth 
which  he  loves,  the  rise  of  that  light  which  will 
be  extinguished  no  more. 


THE    END. 
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